Factor XI deficiency in women.
Factor XI (FXI) deficiency is an uncommon autosomally transmitted coagulopathy found predominantly in Jewish kindreds. It is associated with variable bleeding tendency that usually manifests after trauma, surgery, or other challenges to hemostasis. Therefore, women with FXI deficiency are at risk of excessive bleeding during their menstrual periods, childbirth, and after surgery. Increased awareness and close collaboration among hematologists, obstetricians, and gynecologists and availability of management guidelines is essential to minimize these risks. This review provides data from current research in FXI deficiency and pregnancy care, menstrual problems, and the role of screening for this disorder in women referred with menorrhagia.